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It’s a big adventure every year for you as a parent or a carer, for your child, and for everyone involved in the transition from primary school 
to secondary school. Which is why it is important that you know how the transition in Rotterdam and the surrounding area is arranged and 
what is expected of you during this period.

The purpose of the Transition Route Map is to offer you clarity. Clarity about the steps you will need to take to find the secondary school 
that best suits the interests and talents of your daughter or son.

The Transition Route Map gives you a clear step-by-step overview of the transition to secondary school. The information below serves 
as an additional clarification of the map. If you have any other questions after reading it, your child’s teacher will be happy to help you 
further. More information can be found on the parent page of The TransitionRoute.
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Interim school recommendation
June/July 2022
At the end of group 7, your child will receive an interim school recommendation 
from their teacher. As such, this is not the final (binding) advice. The interim school 
recommendation can be used in your initial search for a suitable secondary school.

On the koersvo.schoolprofielen.nl, scholenopdekaart.nl websites and, of course, on 
the secondary school websites, you will find plenty of information about secondary 
school education and the schools in your area.

Would you like to enrol your child at a school with special facilities? (In our region, these 
include the LOOT and DAMU schools for sport and music & dance). Please check the 
website first to find out when the school has any qualification tests or an audition that 
your child needs to do. In the Koers VO region, this applies to the Thorbecke College 
and the HAVO/VWO for Music & Dance.

Registration for vso-3
From September 2022
Will your child be attending a vso-3 school? Then you can enrol your child for the full 
school year from September onwards. To do this, you will receive a form with a unique 
code from their teacher. The deadline for the regular registration period (17 March) is 
not applicable. Also, vso-3 schools do not participate in the school lottery scheme.

Registration ‘Zorgleerling in Beeld’
September 2022
Perhaps vocational education or a VMBO school (preparatory secondary vocational 
education) with learning pathway support (LWOO) will suit your child more. Then your 
child can participate in the ‘Zorgleerling in Beeld’ assessment tests (ZIB). The teacher 
will discuss what this means with you and ask for your consent. With the help of these 
assessment tests, a secondary school is able to apply for extra funding to better 
support its students.
A number of primary schools conduct the assessment tests themselves; if that is the 
case, then your child will not have to take part in the ZIB ones. You will hear from the 
primary school as to what applies to your child.

‘Zorgleerling in Beeld’ assessment tests 
October to December 2022
Most children who participate in the ZIB will need to take an IQ test. This is carried out 
under the supervision of a research bureau. You will receive an invitation for this. Your 
child’s primary school teacher will also look at your child’s social skills. Your child may 
also be asked to take a test on these too. This is simply done at the primary school.
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1 Albrandswaard, Barendrecht, Capelle aan den IJssel, Krimpen aan den IJssel, Lekkerkerk, Lansingerland, Nieuwerkerk aan den IJssel, Ridderkerk, Rotterdam.

Visit open days
November 2022 to February 2023
From November to February, secondary schools organise (online) open days and 
other informational events. A great opportunity for you and your child to go and have 
a look around! You will be able to get to know the school better and ask any questions 
you may have there. You can read when these events are held on the websites of the 
secondary schools.
Please note: VSO schools will hold a VSO school market on 23 November 2022.

Does your child need help and would you like to discuss this with the secondary school? 
Then please make a separate appointment with the school. Do this as soon as possible. 
The secondary school will need to schedule this in.

Consultation with your child’s teacher 
January - February 2023
Before 1 March, you will get to have a conversation with your child’s teacher. The 
teacher will let you know what the final (binding) school advice is for your child 
and will go through the pedagogical report with you, which they will pass on to the 
secondary school. If you wish, you can have your own views added to the file. You 
will also receive a unique code and a preference list with secondary schools in your 
area that match the school recommendation for your child given by the teacher. 
You will need the preference list and the unique code when you register for the 
secondary school.  The primary school will ask if you want to receive emails from 
‘OnderwijsTransparant’ about the registration process at the secondary school. 
For example, about the submitted preference list or the outcome of the school 
lottery. The TransitionRoute only applies to schools in the Koers VO1 region. Take a 
look at deoverstaproute.nl for an overview. If you choose a school outside an area 
that is not participating in The TransitionRoute, please check their website to see 
when the registration period is.

Registration for vocational education and vso-4 
From January 2023 onwards
Your child is going to the vocational school that has your first preference. In that 
case, you only submit the unique code and the filled-in preference list to this school. 
Sometimes a school will ask you to fill in a registration form. When enrolling at a VSO 
school, a preference list is not necessary.
It is important that you register your child on time, preferably no later than 17 March. 
If you do not do this, there is a risk that your child will not be able to attend the 
school of your first choice.

The registration period
20 February to 17 March 2023 

All children who register during this regular registration period have an equal 
chance of being offered a place. It does not matter whether you register your  
child at the beginning or at the end of this period. However, make sure you do  
this no later than March 17th!

During the registration period, your child will attend the secondary school that is 
your first preference. You only submit the unique code and the filled in preference 
list to this school. Sometimes a school will ask you to fill in a registration form.
It is important that you register your child during this period, i.e., no later than 17 
March! If you do not do this, there is a risk that your child will not be able to attend 
your first school of choice.
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Central drawing of lots 
23 March 2023
After the registration period, you will hear back from the secondary school as soon 
as possible. You may receive a message that your child has been admitted. Some 
schools have to draw lots. And sometimes the school needs more time to make a 
decision, because your child may need extra support. In all cases, the school will let 
you know. Most children will know before the May holidays which school they have 
been admitted to and which class they have been placed in.
If the school has to draw lots and your child is not selected, then the secondary 
school will inform you accordingly. Your child’s file will be automatically forwarded to 
the next school on your preference list. You will then need to visit this other school 
yourself in order to complete the registration there. The secondary school that is 
handling your child’s file will also get in touch with you.

On the parent page of The TransitionRoute, you will find a weekly overview of schools 
and classes where places are still available.

Final test results 
By 1 June 2023 at the latest
The final test results will be announced in May. The results of the final test may 
indicate a higher level than the final school advice that your child received earlier 
this year. The primary school reviews this final school advice and may advise a 
higher level of school for your child. A revision of this advice is not mandatory.  
The primary school can also leave the school advice as it is. If the primary school 
decides to change your child’s recommendation to a higher level of school, the 
teacher will inform you.
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Chance to reregister in case of revised advice
From 1 June 2023 onwards
If the final school advice for your child is revised, you may want to register your 
child for another class or another school. This is up to you; you are not under any 
obligation to do so.
If you would you like to register your child:
• for another class at the same secondary school, please get in touch with the 

secondary school. 
• at another secondary school, first check whether this school still has places 

available. If there is still a place available, please ask the primary school for a 
new preference list with a unique code. You can then take this to the new school. 
Please bear in mind that schools can fill up quickly.
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